NAME ____________________________
 Date _________________
Period__________

PUNCTUATING DIALOGUE!

New Speaker = New Paragraph – Don’t forget to indent the new paragraph!


“I can’t believe they stood in line for five hours to see the midnight showing of Harry Potter!” Suzy explained incredulously. 


“Agreed. They would be what one would call a fanatic,” I said matter-of-factly. 

Ending Punctuation always goes INSIDE the quotation marks


“Agreed. They would be what one would call a fanatic,” I said matter-of-factly.


She yelled at the top of her lungs, “Wait!” 


“Can we wait here for a moment?” Gerald asked ashamedly. 

When the speaker tag comes BEFORE the quotation, you use a comma before the “     ” 


She yelled at the top of her lungs, “Wait!” 


She yelled, “Wait!” 

When the speaker tag comes AFTER the quotation, the ending punctuation comes INSIDE the “     ”


“Can we wait here for a moment?” Gerald asked ashamedly. 


“Agreed. They would be what one would call a fanatic,” I said matter-of-factly. 

Be sure your ending punctuation matches the speaker tag

· Use a ? (question mark)  when asking a question

· Use a ! (exclamation point) when explaining/shouting/making a point

· Use a , (comma) as a period when a speaker tag comes AFTER the quotation

DON’T DROWN YOUR WRITING IN DIALOGUE! Shoot for a 70% narration 30% dialogue


- Save the dialogue for the REALLY important details that gives us more insight into the characters
- If you think you have too much dialogue … NARRATE the conversation.

Ex)
 Susan said, “You want to go to the mall?”

“Of course,” I said. “What time?

“After school, “ Suzy said. “I’ll meet you at the food court. 

Ex) Susan and I decided to meet up at the food court at the mall after school. 

