QUALITIES OF A PERSONAL NARRATIVE THAT WORKS

· The title invites the reader into the piece to read and predict because it fits the purpose.  The title is usually chosen AFTER drafting the narrative to guarantee that it fits the purpose.
· The lead lures the reader right into the purpose of the narrative and establishes tension, usually with action, dialogue, or thoughts.
· Background information that a reader needs is woven in—the who-what-when-where-why context is embedded in the narrative.
· The focused purpose elaborates ONE event.  ONE time, Think of a time (Not EVERY time or We ALWAYS…)
· There’s lots of I: thoughts, feelings, observations of the writer in an effort to make the audience feel the way the writer felt at the time.
· The reader can see, hear, and feel the experience because the writer provides concrete, sensory details and descriptions of people in action. 

· The small details (specific nouns, vivid verbs…) show what matters to the people in the narrative.  The audience will find them familiar and necessary, too.
· There is dialogue that shows the reader what people are like and how they are feeling.

· The pace is slowed down (slow motion parts) in critical points of the narrative so the readers can make a movie in their minds.
·  The language is interesting with verbs like sputter, hunker, burst, douse, pinch, and wail.
· The action creates questions in the reader’s mind about what will happen next.

· Actions are presented in chronological order unless there’s a flashback.
· The ending is purposeful.  It leaves the reader thinking about the life lesson the writer learned.
· There’s a So what? (life lesson): a meaning or significance that was discovered by the writer during the act of writing the narrative.

· There’s a setting: times and places that matter in the story because they help to elaborate the feeling and teach the life lesson.
· Personal narratives are true, but sometimes the writer invents details that fit with the spirit, intention, and truth of the event.
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